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Why is it that imprisonment has undergone
an explosive growth in the US and Britain
over the last three decades against the
background of falling crime rates in both
countries?

And why has this development met with a
significant and escalating degree of support
amongst the public?

To the extent that governing elites on either side of the Atlantic
have been eliciting public support for their authority by
inducing concems about issues of crime and punishment, what
explains the selection of crime as a means to this effect, and in
what precise ways do crime and punishment fulfil their hidden
political function? Moreaver, how do Americans and Britons
legitimate their consent to objectively imational policies and the
elites responsible for their formulation?

In seeking to advance the study of these questions, this
presentation rediscovers the method and key findings of Erich
Fromm's ‘materialistic psychoanalysis’, bringing them to bear
upon insights produced by political economies of contemporary
punishment and related scholarship.
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